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Bardenas was a barren land where bandits
took refuge. Many of these bandits were
very popular in the region, but, without a doubt,
the most famous was «Sanchicorrota El Rey de las
Bardenas» (king of the Bardenas), who lived in the 15th
century and whose real name was Sancho de Rota. It
seems that while hiding in a cave he would assault the
rich and share the loot with his partners in crime.
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He became so important
that John II King of
Aragon planned an
ambush with 220
men to capture
«Sanchicorrota».

04
LA RALLA
DE LA NEGRA

1

Black and
white Bardena

Facera
capuchinos

El visco

Ralla del
modrollar

The limit of the
sea of Aragon

La Punta
de la Negra

Caves of Las
Bardenas

La Ralla de
la Negra

Bushes
with balls

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

3

Black and white Bardena
Before we start you should know that
Las Bardenas are divided into black
and white, and that together with
Monegros they are the only desertic
steppe of Europe. The White Bardena,
with hardly any trees, more arid, and
famous for its mounds and funny fairy
chimney formations is in Navarre,
while the Black Bardenas, where
you are now is in Aragon. It is called
black because it has more vegetation
compared to the white one, mostly
Aleppo pine trees and low shrub.

Some pines have green balls with white
fruit (in season). It is the mistletoe or
visco in Aragonese, a semiparasitic
plant that reproduces thanks to birds.
The viscous mistletoe seed is able to
produce tiny roots and sticks to the
body of blackbirds, song thrushes, and
other species of birds which scatter
the seeds on the branches of other
trees. The mistletoe was also a sacred
plant for the Celts and legend say
that if you kiss someone under the
mistletoe your love will last forever.
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El visco

Ralla del modrollar

A very Aragonese name, since «ralla» is what
the vertical walls, as the ones above our heads,
are called. «Modrollar», on the other hand, is the
name given in the region to the strawberry tree,
an evergreen small tree that produces beautiful
red berries like gumdrops. The fruit is sweet
and edible, but only in small quantities, since it
contains a concentration of alcohol that consumed
in excess can cause sickness and stomach-ache.

Facera capuchinos
When you start climbing the Sendero de la Negra
you cross this spot, which is well-known because
during very windy days sheep were brought here
for shelter and to graze the field. «Facera» was the
local name given to pastures shared among several
villages where shepherds could feed their livestock.
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The limit of the sea of Aragon
Many millennium ago, when the
Pyrenees were formed everything
around us was a vast sea known as
the Sea of Aragon. Walking down the
Ralla del Modrollar, about 1.5 metres
(5 feet) above the ground there is
continuous black line on the rock.
Some say this line shows the water
level of the Sea of Aragon.
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La Punta de la Negra
We are at the highest point of Las
Bardenas, including both Black
and White Bardenas, at 648 metres
(2126 feet). From up here you can
see the Pyrenees and the Moncayo,
beneath our feet you can see how
dessert land has been colonised by
man and turned into fields of cereal
crops. The rice of this region is
quite popular, as well as the piquillo
pepper. However, irrigated barley
and wheat crops predominate.
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Before reaching this point you have
crossed the old pine forest, where you can
find the oldest Aleppo pines of the Black
Bardena. And right here we can see two
bushed together that often get confused
with one another. One of them has spiky
leaves and a green fruit that turns purple
when it ripens. It is the common juniper
and its fruit is used to make gin. Near it
is another bush with leaves that are not
spiky and red balls. It is the Phoenicean juniper. Both are a Mediterranean bush
with a high moist resistant wood that is often used to build houses and ships.
Between its branches you can see small birds flutter, such as the great tit, the
Eurasian blue tit, the goldcrest, or the common chaffinch.
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¡ATTENTION!
From this point forward
careful with the first part
of the slope, as it is very
steep. Children need to be
supervised at all time.
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Caves of Las Bardenas

These are the caves where bandits most likely
took refuge in the region. It is funny how these
caves formed, since they are not man-made.
This is another example of differential erosion,
where the shallow inner part of the cave was
made of an easily erodible material, while the
roof was made of a more solid material.

La Ralla de la Negra

La Ralla de la Negra is the most famous
point in this trail known as «Sendero de la
Negra». A spectacular wall that tells the
story of how levels of sediment have been
deposited, creating well-defined horizontal
strata, one on top of the other. Because at
some point in the past this was the bottom
of the sea, that rose up when the Pyrenees
were formed, leaving behind this line. On its
ledges, birds such as vultures and golden
eagles sleep.
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The settlers
In the past, this area of the Black Bardena was used for shepherding and that is
why there are so many farmyards and shelters spread all over the woods. When
the Spanish Civil War was over, a colonisation plan was carried out in the region
and many villages were built, such Valareña, Bardenas, or El Bayo. The settlers
were offered a house and land in exchange of working the land. These settlers
came from nearby villages and from other places where they were forced to leave
in order to build reservoirs or other similarly big constructions. With colonization
came irrigation, which dramatically changed the region’s landscape. The steppes
were turned over and green fields planted with cereals started to appear. Sheep
farming was slowly abandoned since it was no longer profitable.

