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egend says... that during the medieval period (10th century),

Uncastilo was a commercially thriving town of the Kingdom of Navarre
ruled by Sancho Garcés II. This town was located on the border between
the Christian and the Islamic world ruled by Almanzor, chancellor of the Caliphate
of Cordoba. Despite the neutrality pact between both kingdoms, Sancho Garcés
attacked Muslim settlements on the border, near Uncastillo. Tired of these
skirmishes, Almanzor ordered his men to take 50 knights hostage in order to
guarantee the Christian king would no longer attack Muslim settlements.
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When you reach the end of your
Trail of Legend indicated as PR Z-115
«Route of the Fountains», do not
hesitate to visit the Pre-Pyrenees
Sacred Art Interpretation Centre
(Centro de Interpretación de Arte
Sacro del Prepirineo) and find out.
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Fuente de los Lavaderos
Medieval Lavoirs. During our
route in Uncastillo, water
plays a very significant
role and you will learn how
it was used in the old days
by its inhabitants. For
example, how the locals
would come to the Fuente
de los Lavaderos where this
route begins and wash their
clothes. These fountains
had stone washbasins where
you could scrub your dirty
clothes with soap. Do you
know how this soap was
made? It’s easier than you
might think: fat, water, and
caustic soda.

Anas Reservoir
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The people of Uncastillo hold water in very
high esteem. For this reason, they decided to
build this reservoir in the last quarter of the
twentieth century and guarantee drinking
water for everyone. Today it is also the perfect
place to watch water birds, such as different
types of ducks and other little birds. If you
want to learn more, please cross the dam and
check out the information board that provides
further details on the birds in the reservoir.
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The European green
woodpecker
Before crossing the walkway
and skirting the field to reach
the Anas reservoir, we have
crossed a plain with a lovely
grove. The trees are black
poplars (Populus nigra). If you
are lucky, you might see a green
bird with a red crest. It is a
European green woodpecker,
a member of the woodpecker
family Picidae, that has a very
long tongue which it uses to
eat the insects under the bark
of trees.

Fuente de las Vivas
Here, there are two fountains that spring
from the wall. This is an important stop in
the route, since we come back here before
returning to Uncastillo. This place was and
still is very significant to the people who own
crops near Uncastillo. It is where the Chiles
and the Ardasal ravines come together. Our
route continues through a walkway and right
alongside the ravine.
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¡ATTENTION!

From this point forward the
trail climbs a short and easy
section equipped with staples
and towropes. Children need to
be supervised at all times.

The mystery of the eaten cones
In this section of the trail we
penetrate a pine forest. If you
look down you can see spots
where there are cones that
have been completely eaten
up. Who is hungrily devouring
so many cones? None other
than squirrels. If you are lucky
and pay attention you might
be able to see one of these
loveable creatures, known as
«esquiruelo» in Aragonese.
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The Farmyard of Güensa
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Adventure trail

Welcome to this old farmyard know
turned into a mountain refuge (do not
litter and take good care of it, as if it
were your home). These constructions
were often used by farmers during
certain times of the year to keep
their livestock and let it feed on the
surrounding pastures. Some have been
preserved, but nowadays there aren’t as
many because, unfortunately, there is
less livestock to feed.

The path takes us straight to the Chiles ravine, one
of the streams that supplies water to the Fuente de
las Vivas and the farmlands of Uncastillo. It is a fun
adventure trail where you will have to go up and down
along the riverbed of the sandstone ravine (watch
for signs). If there is water running down the ravine,
remember there is an alternative trail alongside the
ravine within the pine forest, a few meters before
reaching this point.
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The fridges of the past

After reaching Fuente de las Vivas again, cross the ravine
and turn right to access the road and visit an ancient ice
well. These stone structures where used to keep the ice
people picked up from frozen shallow ponds. They would take
blocks of ice and store them in the well, keeping them apart
with straw. The ice was used to preserve food, for medical
purposes, and it was also an important business in every
town until fridges arrived.
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Treasure hunt

That’s it, you heard it: there is a treasure hidden in Uncastillo. You
can play whenever you want if you enter the Prepirineo Clandestino
website. You will have to take a walk around Uncastillo and gather 7
clues with the coordinates to find the treasure. The first stop is Saint
John’s Church (Iglesia de San Juan). Ask a local how to get there and
start your treasure hunt.

Plaza del Mercado
Uncastillo’s measuring stick. After reaching
Uncastillo, crossing the ravine, and walking
down the street that enters the town
alongside the riverbed, you can enjoy a
stroll through its medieval streets until you
reach the main square of Uncastillo. In the
alley that takes us back to where the trail
starts, Uncastillo’s measuring stick is hidden.
Carved on the rock, this measuring stick
was the official standard of measurement
in Uncastillo, which shows how important
commerce was during the Middle Ages.
Did you find it?

Plaza del
Mercado
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